DONOR
IMPACT REPORT
January to June 2021

MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Thank you for supporting the Mojave Desert Land Trust. With your help, we have reached an incredible
milestone of more than 100,000 acres conserved. In this report we’ve detailed several of the properties that
you have helped us to conserve in the first half of 2021.
Staff and volunteers also installed a shade house in the nursery which will allow us to grow 3,920 more native
desert plants this year. While COVID continues to reduce our capacity to host in-person programs, we were
able to schedule several clean-ups and shifted our educational programs to a virtual format allowing 60
middle school students to learn about the Mojave Desert in an eight-week session this spring.
Miles For MDLT, our virtual fundraiser attracted 35 participants. Each participant set a goal of miles to hike
during the month of March and then asked family and friends to support them by donating money to the
Mojave Desert Land Trust. Collectively they raised more than $21,000 in this peer-to-peer fundraiser and
we are deeply grateful.
We appreciate everyone who helps us to preserve, protect and restore the Mojave Desert.
Sincerely,

Geary Hund

ACQUISITIONS January to June 2021
Through our Land Acquisition Process, MDLT purchases lands that have strategic conservation values
and works to ensure that all acquired land is properly stewarded and maintained. Every land transaction
supports the vision of a Mojave Desert with interconnected, permanently protected scenic and natural
areas hosting a diversity of native plants and wildlife.

460 ACRES
MOJAVE TRAILS
NATIONAL
MONUMENT

73.33 ACRES
MOJAVE TRAILS
NATIONAL
MONUMENT

117 ACRES
AVAWATZ
WILDERNESS

800 ACRES
TRILOBITE
WILDERNESS

A “return customer” sold the
Mojave Desert Land Trust 23
parcels totaling 460 acres in
Mojave National Monument
in the first quarter of this year.
MDLT has acquired a total of
22 parcels equaling 439 acres
from this family in the past,
making them true desert
defenders.

This transaction came to fruition,
sadly, because the owner
passed away and her daughter
found one of our letters in
her mother’s belongings. The
daughter did some research
on MDLT before calling us. She
shared that there were a lot of
other offers for her mother’s
property, but she chose
MDLT because of her love for
conservation.

One of the three last remaining
privately owned parcels in the
wilderness area presented
many hurdles including having
AT&T remove very old and
nonfunctional cell towers and
paralegal work to correct the
distribution of ownership.

There were only 1,187 acres
of purchasable land in this
wilderness area. The Mojave
Desert Land Trust acquired
two parcels totaling 800 acres
this year; leaving 387 acres
across eight parcels still to be
conserved.

40 ACRES
OLD WOMAN
MOUNTAINS
WILDERNESS
+
40 ACRES
MOJAVE TRAILS
NATIONAL
MONUMENT
This agreement included a
40-acre tract in the Old Woman
Mountains Wilderness and
two parcels totaling nearly 40
acres in Mojave Trails National
Monument. Even though the
parcels are in two different
areas and funded by two
different grants, MDLT was able
to save on escrow and title fees
by combining them into one
transaction.

35.56 ACRES
CIMA DOME,
MOJAVE
NATIONAL
PRESERVE
In some cases, purchasing
properties can be timeconsuming and complex, like
this transaction which began
in July 2019. One owner with
a 50% interest in the property
replied to a letter from MDLT.
It took more than seven
months of research to find
the other owner. Our team
noted this transaction was very
special because it was the last
remaining private inholding
in the Cima Dome area of
Mojave National Preserve. Cima
Dome has the largest Joshua
tree woodland in existence
- and now a majority of it is
permanently protected!

WHY SELL YOUR LAND
TO MDLT?

* MDLT will pay you the market value that any
traditional real estate sale would offer, plus we
will personally handle paperwork and cover
transaction costs for you.
* MDLT provides an easy, simple and
customized process that is completed quickly.
* As a 501(c)(3) non-profit and nongovernmental organization, MDLT can offer
you a variety of tax benefits with a land
conservation acquisition of your property that
a traditional real estate sale would not.

* Contact our Acquisitions Coordinator,
Dustin Scott, today for a personal consultation!
dustin@mdlt.org or 909.797.5496.

320 ACRES
LANFAIR
VALLEY OF
MOJAVE
NATIONAL
PRESERVE

Three plots totaling 320 acres
in the Lanfair Valley were
owned by a group of family
members who were happy
to sell to support MDLT’s
conservation mission. These
properties were homesteaded
by the family. A number of
family members were born on
the property and spent their
entire lives there.

40 ACRES
MOJAVE TRAILS
NATIONAL
MONUMENT
+
90 ACRES
SAND TO SNOW
NATIONAL
MONUMENT
When the MDLT acquisitions
team first approached the
owner of these three parcels,
it was to purchase the land.
After thinking it over, the
property owner eventually
came back to MDLT with an
offer to DONATE the properties
instead.

WHEN YOU SELL LAND
TO MDLT

* Once land is conveyed to the Mojave
Desert Land Trust (through acquisition or
donation), there is much more work to do.
* MDLT holds some parcels permanently
while others end up being acquired by
government agencies to be incorporated
into parks, wilderness and monuments.
* The lands team regularly inspects
properties and cleans them up as needed.

* Parcels are often ‘packaged’ together to
transfer to the Bureau of Land Management
or National Parks Service. They are then
merged with existing protected lands.

January to June 2021

* 3.5 tons of trash removed from wildlife habitat
* 6 cleanup events
* 4,067 acres inspected over 86 parcels

WILDLIFE SURVEYS

Lands conserved by MDLT host a diversity of native
plants and wildlife species, including special status
species protected under the Federal and/or California
Endangered Species Acts. For example, a number
of MDLT lands provide habitat for desert tortoise.
Because desert tortoise is a federally threatened
species, MDLT staff and volunteers conduct surveys
every year to monitor desert tortoise populations
on these properties. Surveys involve teams walking
10-meter wide transects across a property, following
specific protocol developed by the US Fish and
Wildlife Service, and recording any occurrences of
live desert tortoises, burrows, scat, or carcasses.
MDLT uses the results of these surveys to track desert
tortoise populations over time and identify areas for
habitat restoration or other stewardship efforts to
preserve or improve habitat for this species.

NURSERY

THANK YOU
TO OUR
NURSERY
VOLUNTEERS
Eric Baecht
Ken Brock
Dana Burkert
Bruce Guthrie
Tim Liddell
Carol Mellette
Tom Rottman
Donna Thomas

In January, MDLT staff and local fence company, Fatty’s Fencing, constructed a new
3,000 square foot shade house, complete with expanded metal benches and drip
irrigation. This new growing area will allow us to grow an additional 3,920 1-gallon
plants for restoration each year. Additionally, Mojave Water Agency awarded MDLT
$8,000 for a concrete slab in the potting shed.
In early March, MDLT was awarded a contract from the Center for Plant
Conservation (CPC) to make seed collections of four rare plant species for
California Plant Rescue (CaPR). Over the next two years, we will collect seeds
of pink funnel lily (Androstephium breviflorum, CNPS 2B.2), Mojave indigo bush
(Psorothamnus arborescens, CNPS 4.3), spearleaf (Matelea parvifolia, CNPS 2B.3),
and Utah vine milkweed (Funastrum utahense, CNPS 4.2). We will be visiting
several MDLT-conserved properties where these species occur, including Palisades
Ranch near Adelanto and Windy Gap in Joshua Tree.
MDLT’s plant conservation team has been hard at work collecting seed and growing
plants for restoration projects for Wind Wolves Preserve, Antelope Valley Resource
Conservation District, Transcon Environmental, Arcadis, and Pioneertown Mountains
Preserve. In June, the team collected seeds of blue palo verde, honey and screwbean
mesquite, and smoke tree along the Colorado River for a restoration project
near the California-Arizona border. The team is also working on a seed increase
development project for the Bureau of Land Management. Over the next three
years, MDLT will be growing several different annual forb species as we explore
ways to cultivate plants and collect seed in commercial quantities for restoration.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO
MADE A DONATION
WITH THEIR SPRING PLANT
SALE PURCHASE:
Marya Alford
Peggy Antrilli
Nicholas Barnett
Kimberly Beard
Cindy Bernard
Nicholas Brown
Phillip Brown
Randy Coleman
Eric Coumou
Maryrose Crook
Suzanne Dellinger
Dandi Dewey
Colin Donohue
Dean Duryea
Kimberly Elorza
Domenico Foschi
John Fulton
Melissa Grisi
Wendy Hadley
Stephen Hartley

Christina Hood
Brian Kahn
Nicole Knowlton
Alan Kucheck
Judith Loescher
Janice Mall
Adrienne Mathis
Kathy Miller
Rayven Miranda
Mara Moon
Brian Mount
Britt Nelson
Kali Niemann
Galia Nitzan
Diane Owens
Herman Platzke
Evan Pulvere
Kenneth Reimer
Anthony Reyes
Nora Rolf

Jillian Sandell
Riley Scaff
Lillian Shao
Hannah Shepherd
Dvora Silberman
Caitlin Smith
Nathaniel Snider
Charlie Speight
Kathy Talley-Jones
Laraine Turk
Nick Usaj
Melissa Vazquez
Steve Warden
Robert Wold
Jacilee Wray
Susan Zackin
Andrea Zittel

*SAVE THE DATE*

October 11-13 2021
Online Fall Native Plant Sale
* The Mojave Desert Land Trust’s native
plant sale will be online again this fall. The
sale will begin on Monday, October 11 at
9:00 AM and will end on Wednesday,
October 13 at midnight.
* The plant inventory and sale details will
be shared by email, on our website and
social media soon! Over 45 native and
hard-to-find species will be available,
including smoke tree, jojoba, desert
almond, and sugarbush.
* All plants are grown in our nursery
in Joshua Tree.

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES

MDLT typically has a wide range of activities that
volunteers assist with from clean-ups to seed cleaning.
While we were limited due to COVID protocol
requirements this year, we are thankful to those of you
who were able to help with several of the activities we
were able to organize in the first half of 2021.

MARCH

APRIL/EARTH
DAY

200lbs of trash
cleared from Hwy 62
along La Contenta
and Alta Loma in
Section 33

Section 33 clean up youths participating in
San Bernardino
County Youth
Probation Services
learned about the
values of conservation
and land stewardship

Clean Up
6 VOLUNTEERS
From 29 Palms Marine
Corps Air Ground
Combat Center

Clean Up
6 UP-PROMISE
YOUTH
VOLUNTEERS

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

Nursery
2 VOLUNTEERS
36 HOURS

Nursery
6 VOLUNTEERS
60 HOURS

New shade
house built

Contract plant
propagation

MAY

Bighorn Sheep Guzzler Water Haul
Fargo Canyon
6 VOLUNTEERS
+ OUTREACH STAFF
In partnership with The Society for Conservation
of Bighorn Sheep (SCBS) and California Fish
and Wildlife, more than 5,000 gallons of water
was hauled five miles into the canyon - then a
mile of firehose was run from the bladder to the
guzzler up a dry, 60-foot waterfall

EDUCATION

The Mojave Desert Land Trust presents a number of ways for children and
adults to learn about and connect with the Mojave Desert.

DESERT DISCOVERY FIELD STUDIES
(DDFS)

60 Students

The DDFS program provides hands-on learning
experiences in the classroom for 5th through 12th
graders and was conducted virtually this spring.
Sixty students from two classes at Yucca Valley
Elementary School participated in five-week
programs. For each session MDLT provided the
students with a learning kit with the tools they
needed to focus on that week’s STEM topic and
our educator talked them through a hands-on
learning opportunity via Zoom.
Thanks to Southern California Edison for
providing funding for this program.

CAMPFIRE TALK:
Birds of Mojave Trails

100 Viewers

February 12 marked the 5th anniversary of Sand
to Snow, Castle Mountain and Mojave Trails
National Monuments’ designations. Chris Otahal,
wildlife biologist for the Bureau of Land
Management, was the featured guest speaker
of MDLT’s Campfire Talk celebrating the
anniversaries. Mr. Otahal presented information on
different avian species in Mojave Trails National
Monument and shared his favorite bird watching
spots in Afton Canyon. He also shared ways the
public can get involved in Citizen Science projects.
MDLT Campfire Talks are funded in part by
Conservation Lands Foundation.

HIKE

On Saturday, May 8th, MDLT partnered with the newly
formed Inland Empire chapter of Latino Outdoors and
the Whitewater Preserve to host a guided hike for
18 guests. Latino Outdoors is a national organization
with a mission to inspire, connect, and engage Latino
communities in the outdoors and embrace cultura y
familia as part of the outdoor narrative, ensuring Latino
history, heritage, and leadership are valued
and represented.
With appreciation to Conservation Lands Foundation
for providing funding for MDLT Interpretive Programs.

EARTH DAY FUNDRAISERS
FOR EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH

Thank you to those who made a donation this Earth Day to underwrite tools
MDLT provides to children to engage with nature. Funds raised will be used to
publish a Young Desert Steward Adventure Book and provide Desert Discovery
Kits to students. Desert Discovery Kits provide students with materials and
supplies to perform eight hands-on, experiential science lessons that increase
knowledge and awareness of the Mojave and Sonoran Deserts’ unique
ecological values. Topics for the kits include desert habitats and ecosystems,
desert animals, light pollution, Native People’s use of the desert lands and
ecosystem management. The cross-curricular programming of the kits meet
Next Generation Science Standards so teachers can incorporate them into
their school year planning. They also provide engaging lessons about the
natural world, from identifying animal tracks to scat, that offer an antidote to the
plugged-in lives of today’s generation which is the first to grow up indoors.
WISDOM interns are currently conducting field activities researching and
identifying the birds of Afton Canyon, located in Mojave Trails National
Monument. WISDOM is MDLT’s signature internship program which provides
college-aged women from underrepresented communities with opportunities
to do scientific field research. This Earth Day we asked for donors to
underwrite the purchase of binoculars for this program.

BINOCULAR
SPONSORS
Lani and Richard Brown
Greg Hardin
Michael Mora
Christopher Otahal

DESERT LEARNING
SUPPORTERS
Gretchen Grunt
Mary Cook-Rhyne
Geary Hund
Melodee Kistner
Ruth Nolan

SPECIAL
THANKS

to Wonder Valley
natural olive oil
company for
donating over
$2,000 from their
Love Your Mother
campaign during
Earth Week.

MILES FOR MDLT

The Mojave Desert Land Trust’s safe, virtual fundraising campaign Miles For MDLT
was held during the month of March. Thirty-five people set a fundraising and goal
of miles to hike and reached out to their network to donate money to the Mojave
Desert Land Trust in exchange for them hiking, walking or running.
Participants raised $21,626 for MDLT.

Teva and Patagonia graciously awarded prizes to the top fundraisers:
• Chris Clarke raised $3,493 from 87 donors
• Celia Stanley raised $2,040 from 49 donors
• Aubrey Diehl hiked the most miles – 185.40
• Jeremy Joo ran 67 miles through Joshua Tree National

Park over four days.
Thank you to all of the fundraisers, donors and sponsors. We appreciate you
helping us to preserve the Mojave Desert!

Chris Clarke (top left) raised
the most money for MDLT;
Jeremy Joo (center) ran 67
miles through Joshua Tree
National Park over four days;
Aubrey Diehl (top right) hiked
the most miles: 185!
Celia Stanley (bottom) smiles
as she hits the 100-mile
marker.

2021 MILES FOR MDLT
PARTICIPANTS
Alexander Boice
Susy Boyd
Dick and Lani Brown
Miranda Buckley
Alison Grace C
Matt Case
Louise Chicoine
Chris Clarke
Jessica Dacey
Aubrey Diehl
Anna Dining

Liz Gonzalez Negrete
Jessica Graybill
Cody Hanford
Benjamin Harris
Geary Hund
Jeremy Joo
Maria Lopez
Meagan & Marilyn Mays
Colleen McGrath
Brynn Metheney
Juliette Page

Allison Pengilley-Wimmer
Jamie Pricer
Jacob Robinson
Ross Rogers
Andria Sanchez
Diana Shay Diehl
Celia Stanley
Jessica Thorpe
Kaeliegh Watson

2021 ADVOCACY UPDATE: January to June

A conservancy program for the greater California desert
A new bill that would bring vital state funding to the California desert gathered momentum in 2021. AB 1183 was
introduced by Assembly Member James C. Ramos (40th Assembly District) in February, with backing from MDLT,
Defenders of Wildlife, Hispanic Access Foundation, and Vet Voice Foundation. If signed into law, AB 1183 would
establish the California Desert Conservation Program at the Wildlife Conservation Board to undertake various
conservation activities to protect the region’s natural and cultural resources. MDLT helped gain support from other
organizations and we mobilized our supporters to urge their elected officials to back the bill. AB 1183 has been passed
by both the California State Assembly and Senate and has been sent to the governor’s desk for approval.
Permanent protection for pristine desert land in the Chuckwalla Bench
In partnership with other conservation groups, MDLT is working towards legislatively providing permanent
protection of thousands of acres in the Chuckwalla Mountains region of eastern Riverside County, as well as
habitat in the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains. Both areas have a tremendous diversity of natural and
cultural resources. Future designations could include new and expanded wilderness areas and a national
monument. MDLT is helping document the resource values in these areas including conducting field assessments.
Carbon sequestration in the California desert
With workshops addressing the state’s goal to conserve 30 percent of state lands by 2030 (30x30) ramping up,
a working group including MDLT staff developed a fact sheet about the contributions that desert lands make
toward carbon sequestration. The capacity for the California desert to sequester carbon has been overlooked
in part because much of the storage occurs underground, in the soil and root systems of desert vegetation.
Working with a scientist from Defenders of Wildlife, the team developed the fact sheet for use in educating
legislators and decision makers about the critical role the desert plays in the state’s carbon sequestration efforts.

Western Joshua Tree listing
MDLT has continued to advocate for the conservation and protection of the western Joshua tree during its
candidacy for listing under the California Endangered Species Act. MDLT has been involved throughout the
listing process, including commenting on the interim state “2084” regulations to provide mitigation for impacts
to the western Joshua tree during its candidacy. MDLT developed a fact sheet for our supporters and the larger
community outlining the new permitting process, ordinances, violation reporting actions, and resources. This
information is not provided comprehensively elsewhere.
Keeping the DRECP intact
When the Department of Interior announced plans in January 2021 to open over 2 million acres of the California
desert to potential development through a proposed amendment to the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation
Plan (DRECP), MDLT took immediate action. The organization issued a statement supporting the DRECP, noting
that this balanced plan provides for both conservation of the desert’s most important natural and cultural
resources and renewable energy development in specified areas. The proposed amendment would have
reduced National Conservation Lands by about 2.2 million acres and Areas of Critical Environmental Concern by
1.8 million acres, which would have fragmented habitat to catastrophic effect, including increasing the potential
for the loss of species such as the desert tortoise and Joshua tree. The Biden Administration listened to the
chorus of opposition and withdrew the proposed amendment to the DRECP in February.

A BIG THANKS
TO THESE
PEOPLE WHO
MADE A
DONATION IN
2020:

WE APPRECIATE ALL THE WAYS YOU GIVE!
Make a difference while you
shop. AmazonSmile donates
to the Mojave Desert Land
Trust when you do your
shopping at smile.amazon.
com/ch/72-1603033

Their names were
inadvertently left
out of our 2020
Annual Report

$1,000 – 4,999
Mark Luellen
Thomas Rottman

$1 – 999

Maya Dunne
Marion Jones

Donor Impact Report
Photographers:
Madena Asbell
Alex Boice
Joelle Hazher
Michael Mora
Emmalyn Snead

Facebook fundraisers
Happy Birthday and thank
you to everyone who
chose to give their birthday
presents to MDLT! We
appreciate you hosting
a birthday fundraiser to
support the Mojave Desert
Land Trust. It helps us to
preserve desert lands.
Please let us know your e-mail
and snail mail address so we
can thank you properly!

Donate your old car
to MDLT!

Stasher Bags
1% of Mojave Collection
sales are donated to MDLT.
These reusable, radically
functional platinum silicone
storage alternative to
single-use bags are brilliant
for the environment!
Dishwasher safe,
microwave ready, freezer
friendly, stovetop safe and
oven strong. Visit
Stasherbag.com to learn
more or purchase.

