MDLT Toolkit for Miles for MDLT fundraisers
Thanks for registering for #MilesForMDLT! Now it’s time to get started! Here are some next steps to get
you moving!

STEP 1: CREATE YOUR FUNDRAISING PAGE
Causevox has created a step-by-step guide you can reference here:
https://support.causevox.com/en/articles/402183-how-to-create-a-personal-fundraising-page
We have created default text and graphics for you to use, but feel free to make it your own. HAVE FUN
with it!
Your personal fundraising page is where you can write a message for your friends and family. Here are
tips to help you personalize your message.
•

State the purpose - Describe the campaign or non-profit clearly and note what action you want
the reader to take.

•

Make it personal - Write to your personality and fill it with passion. Don't make fundraising just
about fundraising. Make it about being human.

•

Be concise - Messages that are 175 to 225 words in length work the best.

Add photos of your hike and/or the land that inspires you to hike #MilesForMDLT. Don’t forget to
update your page with your progress -- how many miles you have hiked towards your goal. You can
update as often or as little as you want. Remember that you can revise your fundraising goal at any time
and that your page has the tools to share your progress updates directly via social media and email. If
you want to update your social share image to a picture of you hiking you can use the share icon on your
dashboard.
Thank you so much for joining this important campaign for MDLT. If you have any technical support
issues, feel free to reach out to support@causevox.com. If you have questions about the campaign you
can email colleen@mdlt.org or call Colleen McGrath at 760.366.5440 ext. 229 -- don’t forget to leave a
voicemail with your name and number. Thanks!

SET YOUR GOALS
For Miles For MDLT, you can ask your friends and family to help you reach a monetary goal or inspired
them by how many miles you hike.
1) Distance Goal
This year’s Miles For MDLT will let you enter and track the miles of each hike you take on your personal
fundraising page. You can estimate how many miles you’ll hike over four weeks and keep your
supporters informed on your progress.
2) Fundraising Goal
Each personal and team fundraising page also allows users to set a fundraising goal. Do you want to
raise $500? $1,000? $5,000? Think about the people in your network, what you can ask them and the
probability of them saying yes. Then enter your goal on your fundraising page’s dashboard. You can
always up the amount if you are exceeding expectations! And, thank you for supporting MDLT!

STEP 2: PROMOTE THE FUNDRAISER
Friends, family, neighbors, colleagues...the possibilities are endless! Think about who has these three
characteristics:
• Cares about you
• Is passionate about the environment
• Has resources to give (whatever the amount). Don’t think just because someone isn’t wealthy
they can’t give!
Use email, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, regular mail, What’s app, SMS - any tools you regularly use - to
let friends, colleagues and family know you are participating in a safe, virtual fundraiser that supports
MDLT. We’ve provided suggested text you can send in an e-mail on your individual fundraising page.
We've also included graphics in this Miles For MDLT Toolkit Page that you can download to use in your
promotional efforts.
The Virtual Hike campaign ends on March 31st. So you have four weeks to fundraise and enjoy the great
outdoors. Weekly posts with photos from your hike are a terrific way to inspired people to give.
Remember to just keep asking! Share your updates along the way! The number one reason people don’t
give is because they haven’t been asked. And the number two reason is they haven’t been asked again.
Most importantly, HAVE FUN while doing it!

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Thanks for registering for #MilesForMDLT!!! We’ve put together some answers to more common
questions to help guide you as you do #MilesForMDLT!
Follow this link for a guide on how to manage your personal fundraising page:
https://support.causevox.com/en/articles/402095-managing-your-personal-fundraising-page-account
What is my fundraising URL?
Your page URL address is shown at the top of the screen when you login to your site at Miles4.mdlt.org.
You can also change your URL by clicking on your profile photo at the top right of your fundraising page.
Click on Edit page and select Page Details and change your URL to whatever you like.
Can I change the colors and graphics at the top of the page?
The colors and graphics at the top of the page are the same across all the pages for Miles For MDLT.
However, the platform allows you to customize the body of the page. We encourage you to add photos,
videos and/or text that will help get your personal story and message across to your donors about why
you are hiking or running for #MilesForMDLT.
How do I get my appeal text to wrap around the image I added?
When you are in your fundraising page dashboard, click on Edit Page and select Page Appeal. Then click
on the image in My Appeal and press the Edit button that appears. Select the Position where you want
your image to appear - left or right. If you select None or Center, your image will appear in line with
your text rather than wrapped.
How can I change my fundraising goal?
When you are on your fundraising page, click on your profile picture at the top right to bring up your
Dashboard. Then click Edit Page and select Page Details. Enter your desired fundraising goal without
using dollar signs or commas.
What is the Updates feature on my fundraising page?
The Updates is an easy way to update your networks about the progress of your campaign, add new
pictures of your hikes and new stories about why you are hiking #MilesForMDLT, etc.. Once you publish
a post, you can click on the links Share Post via Facebook, Twitter or other social media channels. If you
are on a team, your post will also appear on your team’s central page. Update at a frequency you are
comfortable with!

How will MDLT keep track of the miles walked?
You can enter a mile goal when you set up your fundraising page. Each time you hike, you can update
your progress and it will show up in the metrics bar on your page. Click on your photo on the top right
of your profile page then click edit page. A new dialog box will open with an option to click on PAGE
DETAILS. Here you can update your miles in the ACTIVITY METRICS PROGRESS box.
Do I have to track my miles through an application?
No! If you are not competing for the most miles achieved prize it is perfectly acceptable to share your
miles via the honor system with your supporters. You can share miles you have achieved with them once
a week or once a month. Whatever works for you and your supporters!
How will MDLT know who raises the most funds?
The Causevox platform that we are using for Miles For MDLT automatically tallies the top fundraisers in
real time. You can see the top fundraisers by scrolling to the bottom of your fundraising page.
How will MDLT know who garnered the most donors?
MDLT staff will be able to tally individual donors for each fundraiser through the Causevox platform that
we are using for Miles For MDLT.
What happens if I can’t reach my goal?
No problem, we are happy you got involved! Any amount raised is money that can be used for our
programming. We are grateful to all our fundraisers and every dollar they can raise.
What do I do if I need technical support?
If you are having issues with your fundraiser page please email support@causevox.com. You may also be
able to find the answer to your question by referencing this guide:
https://support.causevox.com/en/articles/402095-managing-your-personal-fundraising-page-account
When will you announce the winners?
We will announce prize winners by April 9, 2021. This will give us a week to process all needed information.

SAMPLE EMAIL TEMPLATES
We know your time is limited. Here are a few sample email templates for you to use to get started!
Just copy and paste the text below. Text in [brackets] and XXs should be deleted and replaced with your
personal information.
KICK-OFF EMAIL
Subject: Hike with me this March!
Dear Friends,
This March I’m participating in a safe, fun, virtual fundraiser supporting Mojave Desert Land Trust. I’ll be
hiking (or sometimes walking!) desert landscapes like the ones that Mojave Desert helps to preserve,
protect and restore.
[Insert why MDLT is important to you! This is the space to share a story about an interaction with the
land or with MDLT staff and volunteers that has inspired you.]
From now through March 31, my personal goal is to walk XX miles and/or to raise $XX. Will you help me
by making a donation? If donating isn’t something you can do, maybe you can consider registering to
hike #MilesForMDLT with me. We’ll have fun and help save land at the same time!
Please visit my personal fundraising page at Miles4.mdlt.org/YOURURL to learn more and make a
donation.
Thank you for your support!
[Your name]
REMINDER: Text in [brackets] and XXs should be deleted and replaced with your personal information.

FOLLOW UP EMAIL: WEEK 2
Subject: I’m halfway there - help me reach my goal!
Hi [Insert name],
I've almost reached my fundraising goal to support the Mojave Desert Land Trust’s Miles For MDLT
campaign. Will you help me meet it? Even a small donation of $10 or $20 is most appreciated and helps
the Mojave Desert Land Trust protect, preserve and restore desert land.
Mojave Desert Land Trust (MDLT) recently conserved its 90,000th acre of desert land! MDLT has
donated more tracts of land to the National Park system nationwide than any non-profit since its
inception in 2006. It also grows desert plants and collects and stores seeds for revegetating wildlife
connectivity corridors and damaged wildlife habitat. Please support me by making a gift here:
Miles4.mdlt.org/YOURURL.
Thank you!
[Your name]

LAST CHANCE EMAIL: WEEK 3
Hi [Insert name],
This is the last chance to support me as I hike #MilesForMDLT to raise funds for Mojave Desert Land
Trust. Thanks to the generosity of my friends and family, I’m so close to meeting my goal of raising $XX.
Will you help me hit that goal by making a gift of $5 right now?
I hope you’ll support me by investing in dark night skies, clean air and water, and an abundance of
native plants and animals for future generations to enjoy. Please visit my page at
Miles4.mdlt.org/YOURURL to learn more!
Thank you!
[Your name]

THANK YOU EMAIL: WEEK 4/ the completion of your fundraiser
Hi [Insert name],
Thank you so much for donating $XX to my Miles For MDLT fundraiser.
I’m truly grateful for your generosity. The Mojave Desert Land Trust is an organization that I am proud to
champion because [insert why you support MDLT].
You’ve already been generous, but I’m hoping I can ask for one more thing: would you be willing to
share my personal fundraising page (Miles4.mdlt.org/YOURURL) with at least three of your friends
and/or family members? I’m inching closer to my goal and your outreach could help put me over the
edge to meet it!
Thanks again for your generous gift!
[Your name]

SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS ABOUT YOUR PARTICIPATION IN MILES FOR MDLT
Don’t forget...Text in [brackets] and XXs should be deleted and replaced with your personal
information.
Download a zip file of the below images.

Long-form platforms
(Facebook, Instagram,
LinkedIn, etc.)

Short-form platforms
(Twitter)

GETTING STARTED
Regular walks in nature
are one of my favorite
activities. And this March,
I am happy to have an
extra motivation each day
and know that I’m making
a difference to the planet
by participating in
#MilesForMDLT to
support
@mojavedesertlandtrust.
I have pledged to walk XX
miles and I’m asking you
to support me by donating
$20 or whatever you can
or by signing up to hike
#MilesForMDLT yourself.
Visit
Miles4.mdlt.org/YOURURL
to learn more.

I’ve decided to make
my daily walks about
protecting nature. I’m
raising $XX as I hike
#MilesForMDLT to help
@MojaveDesertLT protect
the California desert. If
you can support, go to
Miles4.mdlt.org/YOURURL
and consider a $20
donation.

Click on image
to download

HALFWAY THROUGH FUNDRAISING PERIOD
Now through March 31,
I’m using my regular hikes
to raise money to help
@mojavedesertlandtrust
save land across the
California desert!
I’m [INSERT PERCENTAGE]
to my goal of raising $XX
for XX miles walked. Will
you help me reach it with
a $20 donation?
Go to my page
Miles4.mdlt.org/YOURURL
to find out how you
can lend your support as I
hike #MilesForMDLT.

Through March 31, my
hikes are helping
protect new wildlife
habitat for
@MojaveDesertLT. I’m
[INSERT PERCENTAGE]
to my goal. Will you help
me reach it with a $20
donation? Go to my page
Miles4.mdlt.org/YOURURL
to learn more.

TWO WEEKS BEFORE END OF FUNDRAISING PERIOD
Last chance to support me
as I hike #MilesForMDLT
to raise funds for
@mojavedesertlandtrust
There’s only a week left
and I’m so close to
meeting my goal of raising
$XX. Will you donate $5
today?
Go to my page
Miles4.mdlt.org/YOURURL
to find out how you
can make a difference to
the desert’s dark night
skies and clean air by
supporting me!

Last chance to help me
protect the Mojave Desert
for future generations
through
@MojaveDesertLT’s
#MilesForMDLT campaign!
I’m so close to reaching
my goal of raising $XX.
Will you visit
Miles4.mdlt.org/
YOURURL and donate $5
today?

END OF FUNDRAISING PERIOD
We did it! Thanks to your
support, I raised [FINAL
TOTAL] for
@mojavedesertlandtrust!
This money will help this
nonprofit do the tough
work of protecting the
Mojave Desert. They look
after tens of thousands of
acres across the desert
and buy land that needs
protecting from
overdevelopment or
climate change. Thank you
for saving the land for
future generations!

We did it! Thanks to your
help, I raised [FINAL
TOTAL] for
@MojaveDesertLT’s
#MilesForMDLT campaign!
This money will protect
the uniquely biodiverse
landscapes of the Mojave.
Thank you for protecting
the land I love!

Download a zip file of the above images for your personal use.

Additional Resources:
Miles for MDLT campaign page: Miles4.mdlt.org

MDLT’s website: www.mdlt.org

MDLT’s Mission and Vision:
Mojave Desert Land Trust protects the Mojave Desert ecosystem and its scenic and cultural resource
values. Our vision is for dark night skies, clean air and water, broad views and vistas, and an abundance
of native plants and animals.
MDLT’s Social Media Links:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/mojavedesertlandtrust/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/mojavedesertlt
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mojavedesertlandtrust/
You Tube : https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXYnpboSo10OREPNusoQ7YA
Social Tag on Social Media:
Instagram and Facebook @mojavedesertlandtrust
Twitter @MojaveDesertLT
Social Media Hashtag for this Fundraiser: #MilesForMDLT
Would you like more information about What MDLT has been able to accomplish since 2006? Read
our December 2020 Donor Impact Report.

