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BECAUSE WE LOVE THIS LAND

Dear Friends of MDLT:
Throughout the toughest times of the past year, one thing remained unchanged:
The power of nature to lift our spirits and promote a sense of well-being.
This year brought unprecedented financial and logistical challenges to our work.
Undaunted, we found new ways to inspect, acquire, and maintain important
conservation lands.
The Donor Impact Report is a useful overview of the work supported by your
donations and what we’ve been able to do as a result of your generosity. Your
financial support during this year of unforeseen challenges has renewed my
confidence MDLT will continue to survive and thrive. Thank you.
We’ve missed seeing your faces and serving alongside you. We look forward to a
time, hopefully soon, when we can gather again with you in service and celebration
of desert conservation. We wish you a restorative and peaceful New Year.

Geary Hund

A MESSAGE FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LAND CONSERVATION & ACQUISITION

2020
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PLANT CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

2020

640 Seed Collections
&10 listed species in our seed bank

over 70,000

MDLT's conservation seed bank.

$32,348

We are excited to announce that we have received funding to embark on
Phase 2 of the Desert Discovery Garden. Phase 2 will include the development
and installation of educational signage, construction of 3 new seating areas,
and the design and installation of dark sky-friendly pathway lighting. Garden
signage will include interpretive panels for the themed areas and plant markers
identifying plants by their name, family, and key attributes.

Seed Lab Expansion

The seed bank has grown by leaps and bounds in 4 short years, and we have
run out of space to store our 650 collections. We received generous donations
that have allowed us to set aside funds toward the expansion of the seed bank.
Our plans include a 500 square foot addition to the seed lab which would
include dedicated workspaces for volunteers, office spaces for staff, and a
walk-in cooler for seed storage. We are in the process obtaining bids for the
work to determine if we have sufficient funding to initiate the project in 2021. If
not, we will continue to fundraise for the project so that this important vision
can become a reality.

PLANT CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

Desert Discovery Garden: Phase 2

OUTREACH & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

2020

6,140
6,261
530
Our Outreach and Public Engagement Department
continues to utilize internal resources for
sustaining incremental growth while deepening
the department’s programs.

1,469

In July we observed and participated in Latino Conservation Week with a
series of interactive activities, storytelling, and educational videos. The
theme this year emphasized the Latino role in conservation, harnessing
Latino passion for the outdoors, and improving lives of this generation and
the next. MDLT continued to share with the Latino community’s values of
land conservation, stewardship, and desert habitat awareness through
virtual and interactive presentations in Spanish to help further
environmental literacy. MDLT launched a version of a Chalupa lotería with a
mix of cultural and conservation riddles to solve. Through personal
storytelling, MDLT staff and partners from different backgrounds shared
how they developed their passion for the outdoors, ecology, and
conservation awareness at home and in their communities.
Youth participants were able to choose their own adventure with interactive
activities that helped them learn through observation, mimicking deserts
and plants in the desert, and then sharing back their experiences. MDLT
also produced an educational Herpetology video with Land Steward, Luke
Basulto, who talks about his herpetology experience. All of the week long
programming was presented in Spanish and English.

OUTREACH & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

LATINO CONSERVATION WEEK

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
Community Lands Ranger Program

In September we kicked off the 2020-2021 stewardship season with a virtual training. Twenty-one volunteers each adopted a
property to monitor for the year.
Volunteer Appreciation and Retention

Also in September, we kicked off Virtual Volunteer Week to thank our corps of volunteers. We presented a thank you video, sent
handwritten thank you notes, and sponsored a COVID-19 safe clean-up with 38 community volunteer supporters participating on
Saturday, September 26, National Public Lands Day -- the nation's largest, single-day volunteer event for public lands.

OUTREACH & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

The COVID-19 pandemic and its limitations on public interaction
to help keep communities healthy has presented challenges.
To meet them, we have found ways to redefine the way we do
our work to maintain best practices, such as bringing online
content to students, so that we may continue to engage in all
areas of public engagement and outreach. These adaptations
have enabled us to continue to build advocacy, constituency,
and greater support for MDLT and our mission.

Bighorn Sheep Monitoring Project

Last fall, WISDOM interns began monitoring bighorn sheep in the Afton
Canyon Natural Area located within the Mojave Trails National
Monument (MTNM). In June, a new team of three interns continued
monitoring bighorn sheep movement in Afton Canyon, as well as
launching a quantitative survey of Tamarisk Beetle populations and a
survey of the USGS hydrology wells in the campground.
Dark Night Sky Measurement Project

Women In Science Discovering Our Mojave
engages young women from
underrepresented communities in STEM fields
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math);
providing them with a hands-on internship
opportunity to conduct scientific research.

MDLT has also recently launched a new WISDOM project, the Dark
Night Sky. Three different interns were recruited from over 80
applicants. They are monitoring the night sky quality at eight different
locations within the western portion of the MTNM. Their research will
supply the Bureau of Land Management with data required when
applying to be a Dark Sky Sanctuary in the future. They are also
uploading the data to various Citizen Science platforms which will help
supply scientists with information about sky quality and contribute to
conservation efforts.

OUTREACH & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

WISDOM (Women in Science Discovering Our Mojave)

COMMUNICATIONS & ADVOCACY
The Western Joshua Tree Advances to Candidacy as a State Listed Species

MDLT coordinated with the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) and other groups to support their
efforts to gain much needed protection for the western Joshua tree. In September, this iconic species
was granted candidate status for listing under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) by a
unanimous vote of the California Fish and Game Commission: this was in response to a petition by the
CBD. A one-year scientific review will now be completed to determine if the western Joshua tree will be
listed. During this period, projects impacting the species will be permitted to go forward if they provide
mitigation as required by an interim 2084 permit. Our social media outreach and advocacy along with
the CBD’s work contributed to an overwhelming outpouring of public support and engagement at the
Commission meeting.
The Long Awaited Great American Outdoors Act Has Passed

After over a decade of advocacy by a nationwide coalition of partner groups, The Great American
Outdoors Act (GAOA) passed overwhelmingly with a 73-25 bipartisan vote. The GAOA is considered to
be the biggest land conservation legislation in a generation. MDLT reached out to elected officials for
support and engaged in extensive social media outreach to contribute to this important effort. The
landmark legislation makes permanent the over $900 million dollar annual appropriation for the Land
and Water Conservation Fund, which provides funding for our National Parks and other public lands -including funds for land acquisition. These funds support MDLT’s partnership with the Bureau of Land
Management and the National Park Service to acquire and convey conservation lands.

Uplisted! In spite of the Agassiz’s desert tortoise’s protection as a threatened species
under the state and federal endangered species acts, their population has continued
to decline. Threats to the tortoise include increased raven predation as their
populations have increased due to food and water found in human settlements,
climate change, habitat loss, collecting, disease, and highway mortality. MDLT worked
to support Defenders of Wildlife, the Desert Tortoise Council, the Desert Tortoise
Preserve Committee, and other groups in their efforts to seek a change in the listing
status for the tortoise from threatened to endangered. In October, the California Fish
and Game Commission unanimously voted to designate the tortoise as a candidate
species for listing as endangered. A one-year scientific review process will follow to
make a final decision. Endangered status for the tortoise will result in increased
attention to its plight and greater efforts to ensure its survival and recovery.

Photo: Tom Egan

Permanent Protection for Pristine Desert Land in the Chuckwallas

In partnership with other conservation groups, MDLT is working towards legislatively protecting thousands of pristine desert acres
in the Chuckwalla Mountains region of eastern Riverside County, as well as habitat in the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains.
Both areas have a tremendous diversity of natural, cultural and historic features and important wildlife corridors that would benefit
under permanent protection. Members of the coalition, including MDLT staff, will soon travel to the Chuckwalla’s to be trained in
the assessment of land as potential wilderness. MDLT is helping to coordinate research of these areas which are being considered
for permanent protection. Future designations could include new and expanded wilderness areas, a national monument, and/or
other conservation designations.

COMMUNICATIONS & ADVOCACY

Protection for Our Beloved Agassiz’s Desert Tortoise is Advanced

THANK YOU!

