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ABOUT MDLT
The Mojave Desert Land Trust protects the
Mojave Desert ecosystem and its scenic and
cultural resource values.

Our service area spans 25 million acres -- the entire California portion
of the eastern Mojave and Colorado Deserts, which is about 28%
of the state. We help connect national parks, wilderness areas, and
wildlife linkage corridors by conserving prime desert habitat.
MDLT strives to help everyone who lives, works, and plays in
the California desert to embrace the significance of this magical
landscape. We work closely with a broad range of desert community
members and visitors, as well as with local, state and federal
agencies, offering hands-on learning and volunteer opportunities to
residents and visitors of the desert.
A diverse population of tribal communities, federal employees,
tourists, and rural desert residents benefit from our work and vision.
Our vision for the Mojave: dark night skies, clean air and water, broad
views and vistas, and an abundance of native plants and animals.
Only through acquisition, stewardship and awareness can we
preserve these uniquely biodiverse landscapes for future generations
to enjoy.

LETTER FROM
OUR EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Dear Supporters,
2018 was a year of both transition and growth
for the Mojave Desert Land Trust.
Executive Director Danielle Segura left for
a new position with the Frank Lloyd Wright
Foundation, and Land Conservation Director
Frazier Haney joined the Conservation Lands
Foundation, one of our partners. Thanks to
their dedication and creativity, our programs
had unprecedented success, helping MDLT
become the “Voice of the Mojave.” We are
grateful for their contributions.
During this transition, MDLT staff and the
Board of Directors worked together to keep
us thriving and growing. We acquired and
conveyed a record number of parcels to
the National Park Service and the Bureau of
Land Management, and we began acquiring
land within the boundaries of Mojave Trails
National Monument.
Together with our partners, we acquired
conservation lands in the Morongo Basin,
including National Park inholdings and
wildlife corridors. Protection of these areas
provides the added value of maintaining
community character such as open vistas and
dark night skies.
We also closed escrow on Palisades Ranch
in the Victorville area, which includes a rare
desert riparian woodland on the Mojave
River. We have now acquired nearly 80,000
acres since our inception in 2006.
Our plant conservation program continued
to blossom in 2018, adding to our Mojave
Desert Seed Bank, and establishing an
herbarium to preserve representative
examples of our desert flora. We also grew
and sold a record number of native plants for
habitat restoration projects and local use.

Our outreach team initiated a Desert Discovery
Field Studies program for schools, and we
partnered with diverse groups throughout
the desert. We funded peer-reviewed studies
documenting impacts that the Cadiz Water
Project would have on desert springs. We
also engaged in other policy issues to ensure
the proper management and protection of
important desert resources.
In our efforts to inform, educate, and share
news with our members and others, we
continued to expand our reach in social media,
exceeding 18,000 followers across all platforms.
2019 is shaping up to be another amazing
year, with many exciting programs, including
continued land acquisition efforts in
wilderness, the Mojave Trails and Sand to
Snow national monuments, and the Morongo
Basin. We will also continue to be a leader in
advocating for sound desert land use policies
that recognize the importance of our deserts
to conservation, local economies, and climate
change resilience. We will strive to reach an
even greater diversity of constituents and to
make the wonder of our desert landscapes
known to and available to everyone. We will
continue to deepen our relationships with our
many partners. We are immensely grateful
to our donors and supporters who make this
work possible.
Lastly, our vision to conserve the most
important natural and cultural resources of
the Mojave Desert continues. We will work
with deep dedication to ensure that its legacy
persists for many generations to come.
Sincerely,

Geary Hund, Executive Director

OUR YEAR IN
NUMBERS
2018 brought us closer to important conservation
milestones.

Since 2006, we have acquired nearly 80,000
acres across the Mojave Desert. In 2018, we
acquired 7,401 acres, more than half of which are
in areas with high conservation values, including
national parks and monuments, and wilderness.
We also purchased land that will help create
wildlife linkage corridors in our local Morongo
Basin, as well as critical wildlife habitat.
The Native Plant Restoration Nursery and Mojave
Seed Bank continued to grow in 2018. Another
59 collections were added to the seed bank,
which housed a total of 429 collections by the
end of 2018. Thousands of native plants were
grown in the nursery for restoration projects in
the Mojave Desert.
Volunteers were a big part of these
accomplishments, devoting over 4,500 hours to
MDLT programs.
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STEWARDSHIP

LAND
CONSERVATION
Working closely with landowners, volunteers, and
partners, MDLT stewarded and restored approximately
27,000 acres in 2018.

The Land Trust conducted extensive cleanups
across the Mojave, removing and properly
disposing of roughly seven tons of solid and
hazardous waste from Mojave National Preserve,
Mojave Trails National Monument, and our
Morongo Basin community lands.
MDLT also conducted baseline environmental
assessments on over 4,900 acres and ensured
another 434 previously acquired properties
remained free from disturbances, promoting
healthy ecosystem functions and sustainable
access.

COMMUNITY LANDS VOLUNTEERS
In the fall of 2018, we initiated our new
Community Lands Volunteer Monitoring program.
Dedicated volunteers performed monitoring
duties and assisted in stewardship planning for
16 of our 22 community holdings.
Seventeen people attended 8.5 hours of training
over three days, learning about the history of
conservation in the Mojave Desert, how land
trusts like MDLT operate, and what property
monitoring entails.
By the close of 2018, each of these community
monitors had begun inspecting their properties,
enabling MDLT to address any concerns before
they escalate.

PALISADES RANCH
In 2018, we acquired Palisades Ranch, our
biggest conservation project to date.
We removed hazardous waste and established
connections with local partners to plan the
future restoration of this Mojave oasis.

ACQUISITIONS

ACQUISITIONS
Since 2006, MDLT has acquired nearly 80,000 acres,
75% of which are in national parks and wilderness,
15% in habitat mitigation and conservation easements,
and 8% in national monuments.

In 2018, MDLT acquired 158 parcels of land
totaling 7,401 acres, including 1,658 acres in local
wildlife linkages and 1,837 acres of land in Mojave
Trails National Monument. Since 2006, MDLT has
conserved over 10,000 acres in the monument –
more than half of which are in wilderness.

CONVEYANCES
In 2018, the team successfully conveyed 146
parcels of land - 2,947 acres - to the Bureau
of Land Management in the Chemehuevi Area
of Critical Environmental Concern, Chuckwalla
Area of Critical Environmental Concern, and 10
wilderness areas.
Additionally, the team prepared nearly 900 acres
for conveyance to Death Valley National Park in
2019.

PALISADES RANCH
Our most exciting acquisition of
2018 was Palisades Ranch. This
desert oasis provides 1,647 acres
of high-quality habitat for desert
flora and fauna along the Mojave
River.
The stretch of the river that flows
through Palisades Ranch is one of
three places on the Mojave River
where the water runs above ground
year-round, making it an important
habitat for wildlife.

NATIVE PLANT
RESTORATION
NURSERY &
MOJAVE DESERT
SEED BANK
In 2018, MDLT’s nursery grew over 5,000 native plants
for restoration and added 59 new collections to the
Mojave Desert Seed Bank.

In 2018, MDLT hosted three community native
plant sales, grew over 5,000 plants for Wind
Wolves Preserve and 60 plants for Edwards Air
Force Base, and added 59 new collections to
the seed bank.

HERBARIUM
New in 2018 was the addition of an herbarium.
Thanks to Patagonia’s generous funding, in our
first year we collected over 100 plant specimens,
conducted two herbarium workshops, and
trained five new volunteers in how to collect and
preserve plant specimens.

DEMONSTRATION GARDEN
This year we began work on the concept for a
community demonstration garden of native plants
at our headquarters. With the generous support
of the Mojave Water Agency and Horne Family
Foundation, we completed a beautiful design for
the first phase of the project.
The garden will educate visitors about native
plants, sustainable landscaping techniques and
water-wise irrigation.

NEW PROGRAMS

PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT &
VOLUNTEER
SERVICES
Our community volunteers contributed a value of over
$114,000 in our lands stewardship, plant conservation,
and outreach activities in 2018. In all, 126 volunteers
contributed 4,564 hours to MDLT programs.

In 2018, MDLT inaugurated several new
programs. In the Community Lands Volunteer
Monitoring program, volunteers are a vital
support, helping steward our local lands.
We also established the Desert Discovery Field
Study program with the generous support of
Southern California Edison. This is central to
our education and community outreach, with
conservation awareness and field activities at
the core of a curriculum-based program for
underserved communities of the Victor Valley
and Coachella Valley. Our goal is to serve 200
students with our programming by the spring of
2020.

“We’re exposing kids to a different landscape.
When you go outside you care about it more,
because you have a direct connection to it.”
Tracey Whitford, RSP Teacher, Morgan Kincaid
Preparatory School
“I like that it shows me a bit more about the
outdoors. I learn about stuff I didn’t already
know.”
Ny’asia, fifth grade

MDLT CAMPFIRE TALKS
Our new series of open house discussions
includes multimedia presentations that showcase
little-known destinations with critical ecological
and wildlife significance to increase conservation
awareness among members of the community.
MDLT hosted Campfire Talks showcasing the
history and experience of travels on Route 66,
the legacy and history of the Antiquities Act,
photo essays from the national monuments, the
Chuckwalla Bench, and other locations.
These presentations are free to the public and
fulfill an important aspect of MDLT’s mission by
connecting the public to the desert, advocating
for conservation, and protecting the desert for
future generations.

COMMUNICATIONS
As MDLT continues to grow, we are finding new
opportunities to talk about our conservation work with
supporters around the globe.

PEOPLE ARE LISTENING
MDLT’s mission has attracted supporters
around the globe. We use a variety of platforms
to communicate about our work. A regular
newsletter was launched in 2018 to explain
exciting developments in land acquisition,
stewardship, outreach, and the nursery.
Our dynamic social media channels attracted a
steadily growing audience who are passionate
about MDLT’s mission. New graphics helped tell
the story of our accomplishments and a blog
platform enabled us delve into these stories in
more detail.
Media, too, have been eager to share the work
we are doing, with leading outlets reporting
on our acquisitions, citizen science, research,
stewardship, and policy work.
As MDLT expands into new parts of the Mojave
Desert, our voice becomes stronger. This year
included storytelling about major acquisitions
such as Palisades Ranch in the West Mojave,
as well as work to create wildlife corridors in
conservation lands.
Stories about the nursery and seed bank led to a
greater understanding of the role of native plants,
and there was widespread appreciation by our
supporters for the stewardship done by staff and
volunteers of our desert lands.

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

ADVOCACY
In 2018, MDLT helped raise awareness of major
conservation policy issues affecting the California
desert and governing our land.

In 2018, MDLT began funding original research
to better understand the ecological, social, and
economic value of our public lands.
As a local landowner, we know the importance
of water in the desert. In 2018, MDLT advanced
the scientific knowledge of groundwater in
the Mojave Desert with two studies that were
published in peer-reviewed academic journals.
The first was a study into the source of springs in
Mojave Trails National Monument. It showed that
the aquifer that feeds the biggest spring in the
southeastern Mojave would be impacted by the
proposed Cadiz groundwater extraction project.
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The second study linked several additional
surface-water springs in Mojave Trails National
Monument to the aquifer Cadiz has proposed
pumping. Depleted groundwater would dry up
several springs and deprive wildlife and plants of
crucial sources of water.
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After more than a decade of working
diligently with partners and political
representatives, the Mojave Desert Land
Trust saw several properties added to a
public lands package that became law
early in 2019.
The bill expands the boundary of Joshua
Tree National Park and enables us to gift over
1,600 acres of land to the American people
for future inclusion in the Park, resulting
in improved public access, the protection
of wildlife habitat, and the preservation of
important cultural resources.
The properties added are highlighted in
green on the map.
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FUNDRAISING
In 2018, we had successful Give Big and Year End
campaigns, along with other fundraising events,
in support of our work to conserve and protect
unique desert lands.

GIVE BIG SAN BERNARDINO
OCTOBER 30, 2018
In 2018, our Give Big campaign focused on
pollinators and the nursery and seed bank, and
included on-site events and raffle prizes. We
exceeded our goal, raising $44,250 from 284
individuals, including a $10,000 gift from one
donor and three golden ticket awards totaling
$1,275. It was a $10,000 increase over the 2017
Give Big campaign.

YEAR END CAMPAIGN: THE LAND
TELLS A STORY
Launched in November, our Year End campaign
consisted of 147 donations totaling $29,477.
Our mission does not end once land has been
purchased. Our Year End campaign invited
supporters to become a part of the next chapter
of our mission.
Through compelling stories of land we manage in
Joshua Tree, the West Mojave and Mojave National
Preserve, we shared how donors can directly
support our land conservation work, and why we
rely on donations to monitor properties, carry out
restoration techniques, and train volunteers.

REVENUE

BUDGET REPORT
Our success depends on generous financial
support from individuals, businesses, foundations
and public agencies.

MEMBERSHIP & DONATIONS 6%

CONSULTING &
CONTRACT SERVICE 1%
ENDOWMENTS
INCOME 14%

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
& GRANTS 72%

DIVIDEND & INTEREST
INCOME 6%

OTHER INCOME 1%

Membership & Donations			
$ 293,004		
6%
Foundation Support & Grants		
$ 3,735,459		
72%
Consulting & Contract Service		
$ 56,876		
1%
Dividend & Interest Income		
$ 339,794		
6%
Endowments Income			$ 746,168		14%
Other Income				$ 39,718		1%
TOTAL REVENUE & SUPPORT		

$ 5,211,018

EXPENSES

MANAGEMENT, GENERAL &
FUNDRAISING 17%

NURSERY &
SEED BANK 8%
EDUCATION & PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT 18%

LAND MANAGEMENT 57%

Land Management				$ 1,247,528		57%
Education & Public Engagement		
$ 397,787		
18%
Nursery & Seed Bank			
$ 175,740		
8%
Management, General & Fundraising
$ 384,173		
17%
TOTAL EXPENSES				$ 2,205,227

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS		
From Operations				$ 3,005,791			
Land Held For Conservation		
$ 3,854,339			
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS			

$ 6,860,130

John Simpson, President
Founding member of MDLT, real
estate executive

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Peter Brooks, Treasurer
Former Marine, water industry
executive, and defense writer
Gwen Barker, Director
Rimrock Ranch Owner and marketing
extraordinaire
Robyn Helmlinger, Director
Partner with Orrick, Herrington
& Sutcliffe
Kelly Herbinson, Director
Desert tortoise conservation
researcher and author
Ron Radziner, Director
Architect and Design Partner at
Marmol Radziner
Special thanks to Jane Smith, Buford Crites
and Bonnie Kopp who retired from the Board
of Directors in 2018, and Mike Avila and Jon
Christensen who retired in 2019. We are
immensely grateful for their service.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!

HOW YOU CAN
HELP

Our programs grow and flourish because of our volunteers, supporters, sponsors, funders, and
partners. Thank you for all that you do!

OUR 2018 FUNDERS

The Mojave Desert Land Trust relies on our
volunteers, donors, and supporters to fulfill our
mission. This support ensures that we continue
to protect the Mojave Desert ecosystem and its
scenic and cultural resource values. Here are
some ways that you can help:
DONATE: https://www.mdlt.org/support/
VOLUNTEER: https://www.mdlt.org/support/volunteer/

OUR 2018 PARTNERS

OUR 2018 SPONSORS
In August 2018 we began a sponsorship program. We would like to thank our sponsors who made
the first few months of this program successful:
BENEFACTOR LEVEL: Wildlands, Inc.
PROTECTOR LEVEL: Brockton Animal Hospital • La Copine • Casa Panorama
STEWARD LEVEL: Crossroads Café • Coyote Corner
Become a sponsor: https://www.mdlt.org/support/our-sponsors/

MOJAVE DESERT LAND TRUST
60124 29 Palms Hwy
Joshua Tree, CA 92252
(760) 366-5440 • www.mdlt.org
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